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The Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce is protecting your business 
through our advocacy efforts. The Boca Chamber takes this responsibility 
seriously. The Government Connection newsletter contains the results of our 
research on issues and is also a resource for you to take advantage of in the 
government driven sector of your business.  
The following are some of the issues your Chamber Board of Directors and 
Chamber team are currently advocating for that would have a direct effect on your 
business and the economic conditions of the city of Boca Raton as well as the 
South Palm Beach County region.
•	 The creation of an Independent Community Redevelopment Agency Director 

for the City of Boca Raton. This would enhance economic opportunities and 
redevelopment planning in the CRA District, which includes downtown Boca 
Raton. The Director Initiates, plans, organizes and directs the activities of the 
agency and is governed by a Board of Directors.  

•	 To better serve the citizens of Boca Raton by moving the election cycle. The 
municipal elections are currently in the month of March which yields a low voter 
turnout. Taking the action to move the elections to the month of November 
coinciding with state and federal elections on the even numbered years would 
result in three important outcomes: 1.) save the city money, 2.) increase 
representation and 3.) lead to higher voter turnout.

•	 Insuring proper language in state legislation involving growth management that 
is important to economic development and helps facilitate a more competitive 
business climate. This action gets government bureaucracy out of the way so 
that the private sector can invest in job creation.

Within the next week, you will be able to access the entire Boca Chamber 
Legislative Agenda on the Chamber’s web site, www.bocaratonchamber.com.  
Our Government Affairs activity is on the rise as we enter the State Legislative 
Session and constantly strive to protect the interest of your business.

Sincerely,
Troy

A MESSAGE FROM:
Troy M. McLellan 

CEO, FCCP & President
The Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
For Business - For Jobs - For Prosperity ... For Boca Raton

City & County News
•	 Lynn University’s debate produces millions in economic impact 

and publicity. Click www.lynneconomicimpact.com

•	 FPL Creates Data Site for Economic Developers.  
Click www.fpleconomicdevelopmentsite.com

•	 Advanced Processing and Imaging to move its Corporate Offices into a 6700 
Square Foot Facility in Boca Raton. Click www.bocaAPI.com

•	 Are you interested in serving the City of Boca Raton by adding your expertise 
to one of the 25 boards or committees? Click www.brcityboards.com for more 
information.

State News
•	 Take a look at the Florida Chamber’s Legislative Report Card and how 

the Legislators representing you voted on issues that affect Economic 
Development and your business. Click www.legislativereportcard.com

•	 Who’s Who among the new Tallahassee Legislators.  
Visit www.tallywhoswho.com

•	 Familiarize yourself with the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity. The 
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity promotes economic opportunities 
for all Floridians through successful workforce, community, and economic 
development strategies. To find out more, click www.floridaDEO.com

Federal News
•	 “Boca Chamber Takes The Hill” You are invited to help bring the 

voice of the South Florida Business Community to our Congressional 
Delegation in Washington DC!  Join other Chamber members as we 
meet and talk with Washington Insiders May 20th – May 23rd 2013.  
Click here for more information.

•	 Rapoport's Restaurant Group, (Deck 84, Henry's, Bogart's Bar & Grille, Burt 
& Max’s Bar & Grille) wins the US Chamber of Commerce 100 Best in Small 
Business Award! Through a rigorous evaluation of business strategy, customer 
service, employee development, community involvement, and entrepreneurship, 
these top 100 winners represent small businesses and entrepreneurs who are 
working each day to strengthen our economy and create much-needed American 
jobs. We applaud Burt and his team who dared to DREAM BIG, take risks, 
accomplish great things, live a full life, and never give up.  
Click www.uschambersummit.com/award

•	 Looking to increase your knowledge of the Federal issues that affect your bottom 
line? Visit the US Chamber Web Site.  Click www.uschamber.com

http://bit.ly/14QLzzM
http://bit.ly/YUTPvt
http://bit.ly/WZwOqB
http://bit.ly/YUTWaj
http://bit.ly/12tT8JJ
http://bit.ly/YoVaID
http://www.floridajobs.org/
http://web.bocaratonchamber.com/CWT/External/WCPages/WCEvents/EventDetail.aspx?EventID=1500


LOCAL LEADERSHIP
A Moment With ... 

Deputy Mayor Susan Haynie, City of Boca Raton

What are your top three priorities for the City of Boca Raton? 
1.	 Fiscal sustainability – streamlined-efficient government, low millage 
2.	 Economic development – pro-business regulatory framework, funding incentives for job creation 
3.	 Maintain quality of life as a premier City 

What do you foresee as being the biggest challenge for the City? 
Fiscal sustainability is the biggest challenge facing the City. Boca Raton has the highest assessed value of any municipality in the county and the lowest millage 
rate. The economic crisis as resulted in the severe reduction in property values and resulting ad valorum taxes and telecommunication taxes, our largest revenue 
sources. At the same time expenses have escalated for insurance, fuel, personnel costs (pensions and benefits) and health insurance. Boca Raton has always fought 
to get our “fair share” of funding back from the Palm Beach County and the State of Florida with mixed success. However, the County and State have been very 
generous with unfunded mandates. Boca Raton’s hallmark has always been premier municipal services which are becoming difficult to maintain in the current 
financial crisis but expected by our residents. 

What steps is the City taking to ensure we are heading in the right economic direction? 
The City has maintained an extremely low millage rate while maintaining a high level of municipal service through streamlined-efficient service delivery. We have 
continually invested in our infrastructure. Boca Raton has created a regulatory framework that attracts quality development and businesses. We have funded 
economic development, created strong partnerships with our universities, schools, hospital, and business community. We are in the process of developing a strategy 
for pension cost containment. We must continue to collaborate with other public and private entities and leverage our investments.

What is your greatest accomplishment while in office? 
My greatest accomplishment while in office has been the achievement of leadership roles at State, Regional and County levels. These regional leadership roles have 
yielded invaluable relationships that benefit the City by bringing home significant levels of funding, favorable legislation, beneficial collaboration and a valued 
reputation. I have served/currently serve: 

STATE -Florida League of Cities Board of Directors, Member; Florida Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council, Vice Chair of the Board of 
Governors; REGIONAL-Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council, Gubernatorial Appointee; South Florida Regional Transportation Authority, Chair of 
the CAC; South East Florida Transportation Council, PBC Representative; COUNTY-Palm Beach County League of Cities, President and Board Member; 
Intergovernmental Plan Amendment Review Committee, Executive Board Member; Palm Beach Metropolitan Planning Organization, Acting Chair. 

What steps is the City taking with other governmental entities to ensure Boca Raton remains the premier location for the relocation of business? 
We have developed strong partnerships at all levels of government. The City invests in Federal and State lobbyists to secure funding and advance legislation 
favorable to the City. We work closely with the Palm Beach County Business Development Board, Enterprise Florida and the Greater Boca Raton Chamber of 
Commerce to leverage our investment for job incentive programs. We have partnered with our universities and schools to provide the highest quality education and 
create curriculum for targeted industries. 

Personally, what do you appreciate the most about the City? 
As a 40-year resident of Boca Raton and a Native Floridian, I truly appreciate the business, educational and cultural vibrancy and the natural beauty of  
the environment. 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
The Boca Chamber's Government Affairs Committee meets the 2nd Thursday  

of every month at the Boca Chamber from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
US Chamber Info: www.uschamber.com • Florida Chamber of Commerce Info: www.flchamber.com 

City of Boca Raton: ci.boca-raton.fl.us 
Greater Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce: www.bocaratonchamber.com •  (561) 395-4433 

legislator look-up
Federal & State Officials 
UNITED STATES SENATE
Marco Rubio
8669 NW 36th Street, Suite 110
Miami, FL 33166
305-418-8553
B40A Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
202-224-3041
www.rubio.senate.gov

Bill Nelson
413 Clematis Street, Suite 210
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Phone: 561-514-0189
Fax: 561-514-4078
716 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5274
www.billnelson.senate.gov

UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Ted Deutch, District 21
8177 West Glades Road, Suite 211
Boca Raton, FL 33434
561-470-5540
1024 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
202-225-3001
www.deutch.house.gov

Lois Frankel, District 22
2500 N. Military Trail, Suite 490
West Palm Beach, Florida 33431
Phone: 561-998-9045
1037 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-3026
www.frankel.house.gov

Alcee L. Hastings, District 20
2701 West Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 200
561-676-7911
2353 Rayburn Office Building
Washington D.C. 20515
202-225-1313
www.alceehastings.house.gov

Patrick Murphy, District 18
2000 PGA Blvd., Suite A3220
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33408
561-253-8433
1517 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-3026
www.patrickmurphy.house.gov

STATE SENATE 
www.flsenate.gov

Joseph Abruzzo – District 25
12300 West Forest Hill Blvd., Suite 200
Wellington, FL  33414
561-791-4774
abruzzo.joseph.web@flsenate.gov

Maria Sachs, District 34
955 N.W. 17th Avenue, Suite E
Delray Beach, FL 33445
561-279-1427
sachs.maria.web@flsenate.gov

FLORIDA HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES
www.myfloridahouse.gov

Lori Berman, District 90
2300 High Ridge Road, Suite 161
Boynton Beach, FL 33426
561-374-7850
lori.berman@myfloridahouse.gov

Bill Hager, District 87
301 Yamato Rd., Ste. 1240
Boca Raton, FL 33431
561-470-6607
bill.hager@myfloridahouse.gov

Kevin Rader, District 81
9045 LaFontana Blvd., Suite 117
Boca Raton, FL 33434
561-218-5010
kevin.rader@myfloridahouse.gov

Irving L. “Irv” Slosberg, District 91
7499 W. Atlantic Avenue, Suite 200
Delray Beach, FL  33446
561-496-5940
irving.slosberg@myfloridahouse.gov

Local Officials
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
www.pbcgov.com
301 N. Olive Avenue
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Steven L. Abrams, Mayor, District 4
561-276-1220
sabrams@pbcgov.org

Priscilla A. Taylor, Vice Mayor, District 7
561-276-1350
ptaylor@pbcgov.org
Hal Valeche, Chair, District 1
561-355-2201
hvaleche@pbcgov.org
Paulette Burdick, District 2
561-355-2202
pburdick@pbcgov.com
Shelley Vana, Vice Chair, District 3
561-355-2203
svana@pbcgov.org
Mary Lou Berger, District 5
561-355-2205
mberger@pbcgov.com
Jess R. Santamaria, District 6
561-355-6300
jsantama@pbcgov.org

CITY OF BOCA RATON
Council
www.ci.boca-raton.fl.us
201 W. Palmetto Park Road
Boca Raton, FL 33432
561.393.7708
Mayor Susan Whelchel
swhelchel@ci.boca-raton.fl.us
Deputy Mayor Susan Haynie
shaynie@ci.boca-raton.fl.us
Commissioner Anthony Majhess
amajhess@ci.boca-raton.fl.us
Commissioner Michael Mullaugh
mmullaugh@ci.boca-raton.fl.us
Commissioner Constance J. Scott

BLU-PAC 
Business Leaders United Political Action Committee  

Supporting candidates who support  
a pro-business environment in  

Boca Raton

mailto:svana@pbcgov.org

